
80-100 Introduction to Philosophy
Fall 2015

1 Instructor Information
Instructor: Rebecca Morris
Office: Doherty Hall 4304
E-mail: rebeccam@andrew.cmu.edu
Office hours: Wednesdays 12:30–1:30pm

2 Course Information

Time and Location

Lectures: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:30 – 3:20 pm Wean Hall 5403

Recitations:
Section I Fridays 2:30 – 3:20 pm GHC 4101
Section J Fridays 3:30 – 4:20 pm GHC 4101
Section K Fridays 2:30 – 3:20 pm PH 226A
Section L Fridays 3:30 – 4:20 pm DH 2122

Required Texts

John Perry, Michael Bratman, John Martin Fischer (editors) Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contem-
porary Readings 7th edition, 2015.

3 Course Description

“Is euthanasia morally permissible?”; “Do we have free will?”; “How can we know that we’re not in the
Matrix?” These are examples of philosophical questions that we will consider throughout this course. In
order to tackle these and related issues, we will learn how to evaluate arguments and put these skills into
practice by critically examining the works of other philosophers. This will then help us to develop our
own positions and support them with compelling philosophical arguments.

4 Course Objectives

By the end of the semester you should be able to:

• Describe key issues in ethics, metaphysics and epistemology

• Analyze and understand philosophical texts

• Evaluate philosophical arguments

• Develop your own philosophical positions
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• Support your own positions with compelling arguments

• Communicate your ideas clearly and precisely, both verbally and in writing

5 Pre-requisites

There are no pre-requisites for this course.

6 Course Requirements

Attendance and Participation

Please attend all of the lectures and recitations and be ready to discuss the course material! Three or
more unexcused absences from lectures or recitations will lower your attendance and participation grade
(see below). In addition, please make sure that you have access to the assigned reading at each class.

Lecture Attendance

Your attendance during lectures will be taken by an exit ticket. This will work as follows: in the last
few minutes of the lecture I will ask you to write a response to a prompt related to the day’s activities or
reading, such as “Briefly indicate which thought experiment you found most interesting and why”. Please
write your name and your section along with your response and hand them in as you leave to make sure
you receive credit for attending the lecture. The responses that you give may determine the focus of the
weekly recitation as well as future class discussions, so please make sure to give honest and thoughtful
feedback. Inappropriate responses will not receive credit!

Recitation Attendance

Your attendance during recitations will be taken by your TAs. If you have questions about recitation
attendance, please speak with your TAs.

Writing Assignments

You will be asked to complete 11 writing assignments for this course, each of which is worth 5 points. For
each assignment, you will be asked to answer one or two questions relating to the week’s topic or readings.
These questions are designed to help you understand the reading and prepare for class discussion. As a
guide, an answer to one question should be about one or two paragraphs long. Please type your writing
assignments and bring a hard copy to class with you on the day they are due. Make sure to include your
name and your section on your work! A grading rubric for these assignments is available on Blackboard.

Papers

You will be asked to write three papers for this course. For each paper you will be asked to complete a
rough draft, which will be due one week before the final version of your paper. You should bring your
rough draft with you to the appropriate recitation session so that you can participate in peer review. As
part of this process you will swap papers with other members of your section and give each other feedback
on your papers. The feedback you receive can be extremely valuable and will help you polish your paper.
However, if you fail to participate in the peer review session, you will lose one letter grade from your
final paper, e.g. if your paper would have scored an ’A’, you will only be awarded a ’B’ if you fail to
participate in peer review. Detailed instructions about the papers and a grading rubric will be posted on
Blackboard.
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7 Evaluation and Grading Policy

Component Contribution to Final Grade
Attendance and Participation 10 %
Writing Assignments 15 %
Paper 1 20 %
Paper 2 25 %
Paper 3 30%

8 Course Policies and Expectations

E-mail and Blackboard

Please check your CMU e-mail and the course Blackboard site regularly! Important information about the
course (e.g. updates, course material, assignments etc) will be posted on Blackboard and/or sent to your
e-mail.

Attendance and Participation

Good discussions are necessary for good philosophy! If you miss a class or recitation, not only are you
missing out on the insights gained from discussions, you are depriving your classmates of your ideas and
input, too! Because of this, your attendance and participation (both during lectures and in recitations) will
count for 10% of your final grade in the course. One or two unexcused absences from lectures and/or
recitations will not impact your attendance and participation grade, but three or more will.

Late Assignments

Short extensions may be granted if you contact me and your TA no later than the day before the assignment
is due, so please contact us if you think you may miss a deadline. Late assignments will only be accepted
when there are documented exceptional circumstances.

Collaboration

Discussion with your fellow students is encouraged! However, please make sure that the work you submit
is your own and reflects your own understanding of the material.

Use of Technology

Please make sure to silence or turn off your phone during class unless you are expecting an emergency
call and have let me and your TA know in advance. You are welcome to use laptops, tablets etc for class
purposes, such as referring to the readings or taking notes, but please do not use them to check your
e-mail, Instagram, Twitter etc. If you are found using technology for non-class related purposes, you will
not receive attendance or participation credit for that day. If you wish to make an audio or video recording
of class, please talk to me and your TA in advance.

Religious Observance

If classes or assignments for this course conflict with a religious holiday, please contact me in advance so
that we can make alternative arrangements.
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Learning Disabilities

If you have a learning disability, please contact Equal Opportunity Services (http://www.cmu.edu/hr/eos/)
and let me know of your needs at the start of the semester. We can then tailor the class to fit your learning
style.

Plagiarism and Cheating

Please make sure that the work you submit is your own. In general, you should include a reference
in your work if: you quote someone directly, you paraphrase someone, you use someone else’s idea(s),
figure(s), diagram(s), proof(s) etc. As mentioned above, collaboration is allowed, but you must indi-
cate who you collaborated with and you must not simply copy another student’s work or allow an-
other student to copy your work. For tips on avoiding plagiarism, please see: www.cmu.edu/academic-
integrity/preventing/students.html

If I find out that you have plagiarized or cheated in any way, you will receive a grade of 0 for that
assignment, and other appropriate measures, such as sending a letter to the Dean of Students, will be
taken. Please see http://www.cmu.edu/academic-integrity/index.html for more detailed information
about CMU’s policies regarding academic integrity.

9 Course Calendar

Below is a tentative course schedule. Readings that can be found in Introduction to Philosophy include the
page numbers. Readings not included in Introduction to Philosophy will be posted on Blackboard and are
indicated by a “(BB)” after the title. The schedule is subject to change, so let me know if you think the
course is too fast or too slow and I can make changes accordingly. Any changes will be discussed with
the class and posted on Blackboard.

Date Topic Reading (Complete before
class)

Assignments Due

Monday
Aug 31st

Introduction — —

Wednesday
Sep 2nd

Introduction Perry et al “Part I Introduc-
tion” (1–7) and Russell “The
Value of Philosophy” (17–20)

Writing Assign-
ment (WA) 1

Friday Sep
4th

Recitation: Introduction — —

Monday Sep
7th

Labor Day No Class — —

Wednesday
Sep 9th

Philosophical Methods Perry et al “Logical Toolkit”
(8–13) and “What if” (BB)

WA 2

Friday Sep
11th

Recitation: Methods — —

Monday Sep
14th

Ethical Issues: Euthanasia Gay Wiliams “The Wrongful-
ness of Euthanasia” (BB)

—

Wednesday
Sep 16th

Ethical Issues: Euthanasia Rachels “Active and Passive
Euthanasia” (BB)

WA 3

Friday Sep
18th

Recitation: Euthanasia — —

Monday Sep
21st

Ethical Issues: Euthanasia Brock “Voluntary Active Eu-
thanasia” (BB)

—
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Wednesday
Sep 23rd

Ethical Issues: Abortion Thomson “A Defense of
Abortion” (646–565)

WA 4

Friday Sep
25th

Recitation: Euthanasia
and/or Abortion

— —

Monday Sep
28th

Ethical Issues: Abortion Hursthouse “Thomson’s Ar-
guments” (657–674)

—

Wednesday
Sep 30th

Ethical Issues: Abortion Marquis “Why Abortion is
Immoral” (BB)

WA 5

Friday Oct
2nd

Recitation: Abortion — —

Monday Oct
5th

Ethical Issues: Death penalty Mill “Speech in Favor of the
Death Penalty” (BB)

—

Wednesday
Oct 7th

Ethical Issues: Death penalty Bedau selections from “The
Case Against the Death
Penalty” (BB)

—

Friday Oct
9th

Recitation: Peer Review — Rough Draft of Pa-
per 1 Due

Monday Oct
12th

Metaphysics: Free Will Blatchford “Not Guilty” (BB) —

Wednesday
Oct 14th

Metaphysics: Free Will Frankfurt “Alternative Possi-
bilities and Moral Responsi-
bility” (417–423)

WA 6

Friday Oct
16th

Recitation: Free Will — Paper 1 Due

Monday Oct
19th

Metaphysics: Free will Stace selections from “Reli-
gion and the Modern Mind”
(BB)

—

Wednesday
Oct 21st

Metaphysics : Personal iden-
tity

Perry “A Dialogue on Per-
sonal Identity and Immortal-
ity” (322–342)

WA 7

Friday Oct
23rd

Mid Semester Break No
Class

— —

Monday Oct
26th

Metaphysics: Personal Iden-
tity

Williams “The Self and the
Future” (343–353)

—

Wednesday
Oct 28th

Metaphysics: Personal Iden-
tity

Parfit “Personal Identity”
(353–366)

WA 8

Friday Oct
30th

Recitation: Personal Identity — —

Monday
Nov 2nd

Metaphysics: Minds, Brains,
Machines

Turing “Computing Machin-
ery and Intelligence” (295–
307)

—

Wednesday
Nov 4th

Metaphysics: Minds, Brains,
Machines

Searle “Minds, Brains and
Programs” (308–321)

—

Friday Nov
6th

Recitation: Peer Review Rough Draft of Pa-
per 2 Due

Monday
Nov 9th

Epistemology: Analysis of
Knowledge

Plato “Meno” (BB) —

Wednesday
Nov 11th

Epistemology: Analysis of
Knowledge

Plato “Theaetetus” (BB) WA 9
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Friday Nov
13th

Recitation: Analysis of
Knowledge

— Paper 2 Due

Monday
Nov 16th

Epistemology: Analysis of
knowledge

Gettier “Is Justified True Be-
lief Knowledge?” (BB)

—

Wednesday
Nov 18th

Epistemology: Skepticism Descartes “Meditations I and
II” (157–163)

WA 10

Friday Nov
20th

Recitation: Skepticism — —

Monday
Nov 23rd

Epistemology: Skepticism Grau “Bad Dreams, Evil
Demons, and the Experience
Machine: Philosophy and
The Matrix” (181–188)

Wednesday
Nov 25th

Thanksgiving No Class — —

Friday Nov
27th

Thanksgiving No Class — —

Monday
Nov 30th

Epistemology: Problem of
Induction

Salmon sections I and III of
“The Problem of Induction”
(skim section II) (237–241,
255–25)

—

Wednesday
Dec 2nd

Epistemology: Problem of
Induction Reloaded

“Goodman’s New Riddle of
Induction” (876–877)

WA 11

Friday Dec
4th

Recitation: Problem of In-
duction

— —

Monday Dec
7th

Fun Day: Details TBA TBA —

Wednesday
Dec 9th

Fun Day: Details TBA TBA —

Friday Dec
11th

Recitation: Peer Review — Rough Draft of Pa-
per 3 Due

Monday Dec
14th

Exam Period No Class — —

Wednesday
Dec 16th

Exam Period No Class — Paper 3 Due

6


