
80-100 Introduction to Philosophy
Summer 2 2015

1 Instructor Information

Instructor: Rebecca Morris
Office: Doherty Hall 4301-E
E-mail: rebeccam@andrew.cmu.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays 3:30pm-4:30pm and Thursdays 11am-12 noon.

2 Course Information

Time and Location

Mondays through Fridays, 12 – 1:20 pm
Baker Hall 150

Required Texts

There is no required textbook for this course. All required readings will be made available on Blackboard.
To ensure copyright law is respected, please do not distribute the readings to anyone who is not enrolled
in or auditing this course.

3 Course Description

“Is euthanasia morally permissible?”; “Do we have free will?”; “How can we know that we’re not in the
Matrix?” These are examples of philosophical questions that we will consider throughout this course. In
order to tackle these and related issues, we will learn how to evaluate arguments and put these skills into
practice by critically examining the works of other philosophers. This will then help us to develop our
own positions and support them with compelling philosophical arguments.

4 Course Objectives

By the end of the semester you should be able to:

• Describe key issues in ethics, metaphysics and epistemology

• Analyze and understand philosophical texts

• Evaluate philosophical arguments

• Develop your own philosophical positions

• Support your own positions with compelling arguments

• Communicate your ideas clearly and precisely, both verbally and in writing

5 Pre-requisites

There are no pre-requisites for this course.
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6 Course Requirements

Attendance and Participation. Please attend all of the classes and be ready to discuss the course material! In
addition, please make sure that you have access to the assigned reading at each class.

Writing Assignments For each writing assignment, you will be asked to answer one or two questions relat-
ing to the current topic or reading. These questions are designed to help you understand the reading and
prepare for the class discussion and need not be long—one or two paragraphs is fine! Please type your
writing assignments and bring a hard copy to class with you on the day they are due!

Papers. You will be asked to write two 3–5 page papers for this course. More details about the paper topics
and guidelines will be posted on Blackboard.

Final Exam. There will be a takehome final for this course. The exam will be posted at 12:01am on Friday
August 7th. You should submit your answers electronically by 11:59pm on the same day.

7 Evaluation and Grading Policy

Component Contribution to Final Grade
Attendance and Participation 10 %
Writing Assignments 20 %
Paper 1 20 %
Paper 2 25 %
Final Exam 25%

8 Course Policies and Expectations

E-mail and Blackboard

Please check your e-mail and the course Blackboard site regularly! Important information about the course
(e.g. updates, course material, assignments etc) will be posted on Blackboard and/or sent to your e-mail.

Attendance and Participation

Good discussions are necessary for good philosophy! If you miss a class, not only are you missing out on
the insights gained from class discussions, you’re depriving your classmates of your ideas and input, too!
Because of this, your attendance and participation will count for 10% of your final grade in the course.
In addition, four or more unexcused absences will result in a failing grade, no matter how good your
other work is. If you have a documented reason for missing class, please let me know as soon as possible
and this will be counted as an excused absence (which will not affect your attendance grade). If you do
miss a class, it will be your responsibility to find out and catch up on the material you missed, what
assignments were set etc. Additionally, if you miss a class when an assignment is due, you will need to
make arrangements in advance to hand in the assignment.

Late Assignments

Short extensions may be granted if you contact me no later than the day before the assignment is due
and have a documented reason for requesting an extension. Late assignments will only be accepted when
there are documented exceptional circumstances.
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Collaboration

Collaboration and discussion with your fellow students is encouraged! However, please make sure that
the work you submit is your own and reflects your own understanding of the material. In addition, if you
work with another student, please indicate who you collaborated with on your work.

Use of Technology

Please make sure to silence or turn off your phone during class unless you are expecting an emergency
call and have let me know in advance. You are welcome to use laptops, tablets etc for class purposes, such
as referring to the readings or taking notes, but please do not use them to check your e-mail, Instagram,
Twitter etc. If you wish to make an audio or video recording of class, please talk to me in advance.

Religious Observance

If classes or assignments for this course conflict with a religious holiday, please contact me in advance so
that we can make alternative arrangements.

Learning Disabilities

If you have a learning disability, please contact Equal Opportunity Services (http://www.cmu.edu/hr/eos/)
and let me know of your needs at the start of the semester. We can then tailor the class to fit your learning
style.

Plagiarism and Cheating

Please make sure that the work you submit is your own. In general, you should include a reference
in your work if: you quote someone directly, you paraphrase someone, you use someone else’s idea(s),
figure(s), diagram(s), proof(s) etc. As mentioned above, collaboration is allowed, but you must indi-
cate who you collaborated with and you must not simply copy another student’s work or allow an-
other student to copy your work. For tips on avoiding plagiarism, please see: www.cmu.edu/academic-
integrity/preventing/students.html

If I find out that you have plagiarized or cheated in any way, you will receive a grade of 0 for that
assignment, and other appropriate measures, such as sending a letter to the Dean of Students, will be
taken. Please see http://www.cmu.edu/academic-integrity/index.html for more detailed information
about CMU’s policies regarding academic integrity.

9 Course Calendar

Below is a tentative weekly outline of the topics to be covered in the course. The schedule is subject to
change, so let me know if you think the course is too fast or too slow and I can make changes accordingly.
Any changes will be discussed with the class and posted on Blackboard.

Topic Reading Assignments Due
Monday
29th June

Introduction to the course None None

Tuesday
30th June

Philosophy and its Methods Russell “Value of Philoso-
phy” and Norman “How
to Play the Reason Giving
Game”

Writing Assign-
ment (WA) 1
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Wednesday
1st July

Thought Experiments and
Experimental Philosophy

Daley “Thought Experi-
ment”

WA 2

Thursday
2nd July

Logic Gensler “Fallacies and Argu-
mentation”

WA 3

Friday 3rd
July

No class None None

Monday 6th
July

Ethics: Euthanasia Gay-Williams “The Wrong-
fulness of Euthanasia”

WA 4

Tuesday 7th
July

Ethics: Euthanasia Rachels “Active and Passive
Euthanasia”

WA 5

Wednesday
8th July

Ethics: Abortion Thomson “A Defense of
Abortion”

WA 6

Thursday
9th July

Ethics: Abortion Marquis “Why Abortion is
Immoral”

WA 7

Friday 10th
July

Paper Writing Boot Camp Pryor “Guidelines for Writ-
ing a Philosophy Paper”

None

Monday
13th July

Ethics: Animal Ethics Singer “All Animals are
Equal”

WA 8

Tuesday
14th July

Ethics: Animal Ethics Steinbock “Speciesism and
the Idea of Equality”

WA 9

Wednesday
15th July

Metaphysics: Free Will and
Moral Responsibility

Blatchford “Not Guilty” WA 10

Thursday
16th July

Metaphysics: Free Will and
Moral Responsibility

Stace “Religion and the
Modern Mind”

WA 11

Friday 17th
July

Peer Review None Draft of Paper 1:
bring a hard copy
to class! (No WA
due today)

Monday
20th July

Metaphysics: Free Will and
Moral Responsibility

Frankfurt “Alternative Possi-
bilities and Moral Responsi-
bility”

Final Draft of Pa-
per 1. (No WA due
today)

Tuesday 21st
July

Metaphysics: Personal Iden-
tity

Locke “Essay Concerning
Human Understanding”
Book 2 Chapter XXVII

WA 12

Wednesday
22nd July

Metaphysics: Personal Iden-
tity

Williams “The Self and The
Future”

WA 13

Thursday
23rd July

Metaphysics: Personal Iden-
tity

Parfit “Personal Identity” WA 14

Friday 24th
July

Epistemology: Analyzing
Knowledge

Plato “Meno” WA 15

Monday
27th July

Epistemology: Analyzing
Knowledge

Gettier “Is Justified True Be-
lief Knowledge?”

WA 16

Tuesday
28th July

Epistemology: Scepticism Descartes “Meditations on
First Philosophy”

WA 17

Wednesday
29th July

Epistemology: Problem of
Induction

Russell “On Induction” WA 18

Thursday
30th July

Epistemology: Problem of
Induction Reloaded

Goodman “The New Riddle
of Induction”

WA 19
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Friday 31st
July

Peer Review None Draft of Paper 2:
bring a hard copy
to class! (No WA
due today)

Monday 3rd
August

Debate: Ethics No new reading: review
prior ethics readings

Final Draft of Pa-
per 2. (No WA due
today)

Tuesday 4th
August

Debate: Metaphysics No new reading: review
prior metaphysics readings

None

Wednesday
5th August

Debate: Epistemology No new reading: review
prior epistemology readings

None

Thursday
6th August

Exam Review None None, but bring
questions!

Friday 7th
August

Final takehome exam: No
class

None Final exam due at
11:59pm

5


